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the Greek philosophic tradition, and conjoin to them the
preference for studies which obviously demarcated the aris-
tocratic class from the lower classes, we can readily under-
stand the tremendous power exercised by the persistent
preference of the 'intellectual' over the 'practical5 not simply
in educational philosophies but in the higher schools.
2. The Modern Theory of Experience and Knowledge. —
As we shall see later, the development of experimentation
as a method of knowledge makes possible and necessitates a
radical transformation of the view just set forth. But be-
fore coming to that, we have to note the theory of experience
and knowledge developed in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. In general, it presents us with an almost complete
reversal of the classic doctrine of the relations of experience
and reason. To Plato experience meant habituation, or the
conservation of the net product of a lot of past chance trials.
Reason meant the principle of reform, of progress, of increase
of control. Devotion to the cause of reason meant breaking
through the limitations of custom and getting at things as
they really were. To the modern reformers, the situation
was the other way around. Reason, universal principles, a
priori notions, meant either blank forms which had to be filled
in by experience, by sense observations, in order to get signifi-
cance and validity; or else were mere indurated prejudices,
dogmas imposed by authority, which masqueraded and found
protection under august names. The great need was to break
way from captivity to conceptions which, as Bacon put it,
'anticipated nature* and imposed merely human opinions
upon her, and to resort to experience to find out what
nature was like, Appeal to experience marked the breach with
authority. It meant openness to new impressions; eagerness
in discovery and invention instead of absorption in tabulating
and systematizing received ideas and 'proving3 them by
means of the relations they sustained to one another. It
was the irruption into the mind of the things as they really

